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A Newbery Honor Award-winning bookJim Keath has lived for six years as a Crow Indian when
he learns that his two younger brothers and a sister are journeying west to take up land.
Although Jim finds it difficult to fit in with the family he hasn’t seen since childhood, and though
they are wary and distrustful of him, Jim feels his duty is at their side. But slowly, as they survive
the dangerous trek west, the perils of frontier life, and the kidnapping of their younger brother,
Jim and his family realize that the only way to survive is to accept each other and truly reunite
the family. “A first-rate adventure story.”—The New York Times “The grueling hardships on the
journey to Oregon and in making a home provide exciting reading. Characters are portrayed so
fully and sympathetically they might be alive.”—Library Journal

About the AuthorEloise Jarvis McGraw (1915 – 2000) was an American author of children and
young adult books. She was awarded the Newbery Honor for her novels Moccasin Trail, The
Golden Goblet, and The Moorchild. She also won an Edgar Award for her novel A Really Weird
Summer. McGraw had a very strong interest in history, and among the many books she wrote for
children are Greensleeves, The Seventeenth Swap, and Mara, Daughter of the Nile.
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Wayne S. Walker, “we enjoyed it. It is 1844, and nineteen-year-old Jim Keath had grown up in
Missouri, with his farmer father, mother, two brothers, Jonathan and little Daniel, and sister Sally.
However, Jim didn’t want to be a farmer, so at age ten he ran away after his uncle Adam Russell
who was a trapper. The next year, he was attacked by a bear and left for dead but was rescued
by the Crow Indians of Absaroka and taken into the tribe. Later he learned that his uncle had
been killed by Blackfoot Indians. Then at age sixteen, he left the Crows, though continuing to live
and dress as an Indian, and joined another trapper, Tom Rivers. Now, he receives word that his
father has died, and his mother decided to take the family west to Oregon, but she has died on
the trail, and his brothers and sister need him to lead them to Oregon and help them stake their
claim. Will they make it? Will his family and the other settlers accept Jim and his ways, or will he
feel mistrusted and decide to leave? Eloise Jarvis McGraw was a great author. We have read
two other really good books by her: Mara, Daughter of the Nile and The Golden Goblet, both set
in ancient Egypt. Just for your information, there are references in Moccasin Trail to smoking
tobacco, dancing, and gambling. As to language, a lot of euphemisms (blast it, gee, dratted,
doggone, gosh, by gor, and especially golly) occur, and on one occasion, it is said that Johnny
“exploded into profanity,” although no actual curse words are mentioned, but the terms “Lord”
and “A’mighty” are frequently used as exclamations, all of which I edited out in reading aloud. I
didn’t remember this in McGraw’s other books, but I guess that she figured that ancient
Egyptians didn’t talk like this. The biggest complaint that others, mostly the politically correct
crowd, have against the book is the claim that it is “racist” towards Native Americans. One could
argue that the book simply portrays the poor attitude toward the Native population in America
that is a well documented, though certainly sad, historical fact, to give an authentic perspective
on how much some white people hated the Native Americans. Yes, the book, which won a
Newbery Honor Award in 1953, does contain some characters with prejudices, but it goes on to
show how the characters realize that their attitudes are based in fear and ignorance as they
learn to overcome their prejudices. All Indians are not pictured as worthless or bad. The author
does a good job of providing a fairly balanced portrayal of life during the time period depicted,
and many feel the portrayal of the Native Americans to be sympathetic without being patronizing
or glorifying. From a positive standpoint, lessons on the importance of family, how our decisions
impact others, learning to understand and appreciate people of different values, the damaging
effects of running away from problems, rising above individual differences, and unconditional
love can be found. From a purely literary standpoint, the action sequences are extremely
exciting, with nice bits of history from the Mountain Man era. One might conclude that the
book’s purpose is to show young people how to recognize what prejudice is, why it might
develop, and thus how to overcome or avoid it entirely in real life, in a fun story that does not talk
down to them.  We enjoyed it as a family read aloud.”



Hans Aili, “Great adventure story. I read this book as a teenager (subsequently lost the book)
and wish to read it to my grandchildren. I think it is a great story, very well written and fascinating.”

MamaMia, “... and had to buy it for my son to enjoy as well. I read this book as a kid and had to
buy it for my son to enjoy as well.”

Avie Lumpkin, “Listening to Native American History. As a teacher, this book was a wonderful
read aloud book to feel the influence of history on present day students. Many
misunderstandings and assumptions from this period of history which had been passed from the
older generation, were confronted.  It is a must read for students in 4th, 5th and even 6th grade.”

Brooxie Lutes, “Four Stars. Good”

Logan & Somer, “I love it!. Read this book as a kid so much it fell apart. I love it!”

Amy Andrade, “Five Stars. Great story, my child loved it.”

Hannah Ives, “One of my favorite books as a child. One of my favorite books as a child.... I read it
probably 20 times growing up. I bought it as a Christmas gift for my husband... he was so
enthralled with it that he read it all in one sitting (and he struggles with reading for long periods of
time).”

Marthe Prefontaine, “livre neuf. En excellente condition et arrivé rapidement”

Ebook Library Reader, “It was an interesting read. It was a fun little book and it came in great
shape.”

The book by Eloise Jarvis McGraw has a rating of 5 out of 4.5. 74 people have provided
feedback.
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